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BALTIMORE, APRIL 11, 1834. | 
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Daa er RO Samuel Budd, without an appointment for one] ence from the colored members, shall be permitted 
| ethodist Protestant. | year by his own request. to represent and attend to their own concerns; but 
Extract from the minutes of the Fourth Annuail| Bro. J. Smith, requested to be released from the|to no other matter before the Conference. 
Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church, |field labor for one year, in order to recruit his} 5th, In the choice of representatives the color. 
Sor the Pennsylvania District, held in Philadelphia | health and arrange his temporal affairs, which was | ed members may choose from their own color, or 
Mareh 11th to 17th, inclusive, A. D. 1834, granted. , from among the white members of the ohurch. 
The President being absent, Bro. T. Dunn ioned Ministers and Preachers, as reported.| Resolved, That the Conference take up the busi- 


was chosen President, pro tem, and bro. Wilson} Abraham’ Woolston, K. S. Cropper, A. Rankin, | Telating to the colored membership, at its 
Secretary of last conference, consented to serve.|J. Price. R. Hutchinson, S, B. Scattergood, T, J. | 2©Xt Session, on the third day ‘of the same, at 9 
Ministers—Sylvester Hutchinson, J. Smith, | Addis, David Crall. o'clock, A. M, 
T. Dunn, J. G. Wilson, P. Price, J. Barlow, H.| A. 8. Naudain, Littleton , A. Worth.| _ Resolved, That this Conferénce highly apptove 
R. Harrold, T. Cheeseman, A. Lane, J. Cramer, | ington, J. Guthere, W. Perkins, J. Moore, B. J. of the grent Temperance reformation now ein 
J. Chester, T. Chadwick, B. Twiford, A. McRey.| Thackary, E. Springer, E. Smith, J. R. Mulliner, | “fected, and that they recommend to our mifis- 


nolds, J. Hagans, T. Davis, S. Budd, J. Furge.|J. Doherty. — ters and members to use all their influence in 
son, Z. Harbert, Willie Peck, E. B. Dare, J. Per-| The number of members reported, including | vemperance societies. 
kyn, J. Ray. the report of Sussex Circuit for last year is, 1673] by the 
Lay Delegates—C. Brooks, A. S. Naudain, J.| Ministers (not included) | our beloved brother, and 
Riddle, E. Cropper, T. Ballefitine, J. Andrews,| ot the vineyard of Christ, James 
T. Williamson, M. Steward, E. Chew, Robert 
Hodgson, J. Lanning, J. Springer, 8. F. Budd, Last year, 1520] ; a | 
R. Mulliner, R. Elwell. All the delegates elect- hope the presence of hie Lori 
ed by the circuits were not present, and their Increase, 181 ress thei 
of their cet-| Dr, Phinchas Price, Conference Steward. for his memory, which they would ia 
David James, Minis-| Dunn, Dr. Phinehas Price, and hearts, till it shall be our happy lot to be called’ 
Representatives— Budd, Standing Committee. from:labor to rest, from earth to the mansions of" 


ter; John Seare, Delegate. This Conference re-| Bro, John Smith, and Jeremiah Stull,were elect-| bliss. For a particular account of the decease 
ceived from the Tennessee Annual Conference on} oq ag representatives to the General Conference, | Bro. Brindle, the rentet is referred ‘ an article 
certificate Willie Peck—from the Gennesse An-| anq Hiram R. Harrold and C. Brooks, alternates, | on the 287 page, No. 36, of the 3d vol. Methodist 
nual Conference, E. B. Dare—from Burlington} by the electoral college of the Pennsylvania Dis-| Protestant. | 
Circuit, on recommendation, J. Perkyn. trict. The Conference adjourned, to meet the second 
Bro, A. Woolston, and K. 8. Cropper, havean| ‘The Conference passed the following resolutions. | Thursday in March, A. D. 1885, at 9 o’clock 
unstationed relation by their own request—S. B.} Resolved, That our representatives be instruct-| A, M. in the meeting-house in Queen-street, Ken. 
Scattergood, unstationed. ed to use their endeavors to have all the Eastern| sington, Pa. | 
J. 8. Christine, dropt from the minutes. Shore of Maryland and Virginia annexed to the 
Bros. A. McReynolds, J. Ray, J. Furgeson, A. | Pennsylvania Conference. 

Lane. 8. J. Addis, and D. James, were elected to} Resolved, That we recommend to the General 
Elders orders ' Conference to take into consideration the subject 
Bro. Joseph Ray, intending to go to Indiana Co. | oF ordination, and so to alter the Book of Disci 
Pennsylvania, received a certificate of his good } jine on that subject, as to authorize but one ordi- 


standing in this Conference. nee .,_| nation of ministers (that of elder) in our church. East Baltimore Station, April 1, 1834. 
The Conference vested the stationing authority} Resolved, That this Conference recommend to} Mr. Editor;—Last night we closed our pro- 
in the President, and elected Bro. J. G. Wilson} the different Quarterly Conferences in this Dis.|tracted meeting, after having held it for three 
President for this year, and Joseph Cramer, Sec-| trict, that they accord to the President the privi-| weeks every night with the exception of Saturday 
retary. en lege of fixing the times of their meetings. night. During which time we have found the 
Appointments by the President. The Conference ordered that the following reg- | promises of God to be Yea Amen; for we 
Fifth-street Station—Dr. Thomas Dunn. ulations respecting the people of color be re-| have witnessed much of the goodness of our God. 
Kensington Station—James Chester. printed. ; mn We think evidence has been given that sevetal 
Poplar Lane Station—Zebedee Harbert. | _ The following privil shall be conceded to| immortals have been, during the made 
New Castle Circuit—Joseph Cramer. | the people of color in this Conference. ers‘of the Divine nature. All who:prow 
Centreville Circuit—Alexander Lane. Ist. Toappoint their own trustees and hold their to find favor with God, through our Lord 


‘rcuit—Hiram R. Harrold. own property, should they, or others for them,jJesus Christ, are persons of mature age; appar. 
Ser Harbor Circui Davis, build places of worship for their exclusive use. | ently from 18 up to.74,—Nine or ten have joined 

Pergenot 2nd. They shall have power to appoint their} our fellowship, and others are expected to eome 
Pemberton Circuit—Bartine Twiford, one to be] own class leaders from among themselves,or from | forward and unite. with us. Our love-feast was 
supplied; T. Chadwick, Asst. gratis. the whites, according to: the mode prescribed by | well attended last night. The Master was pre. 

Salem Circuit—A. McReynolds, E. B. Dare. | the Discipline. They shall hold meetings in ac-}sent, and his power prevailed—His people were 
Burlington Circuit—John Hagens, J. Perkyn, | cordance with the laws of the State in which they joyful.—Several penitents came forward, and oth. 
one to be supplied. live. ers were weeping among the seats. We think 
Cecil Circuit—David James. 3rd. That the colored class or classes should) that if circumstances would authorise a continu- 


Harrisburg Mission—To be supplied. have representatives in leaders meetings and quar. | ance of the meeting, that the graciéts work al. 


Bros. Cheeseman and Barlow, to be stationed. | 


Sylvester Hutchinson, superanuated. , 
Phinehas Price, Missionary to the city and coun-| their places of worship, and the government. of : 


ty of Philadelphia, == their members. ‘ 


terly conferences, to represent and attendto their} ready begun would increase to a very and 
own peculiar concerns, and the management.of| pleasing extent. But our Annual rence is 

at hand and the ministers must go to it, and we 
are pretty much worn out. Never have we known 


> 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. Willie Peck, Conference Missionary. 
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our oldest and worthiest members | 
wished for a revival as much as any one,b 
he had but little or no hope of any thing 


t 
.| many things which the Methodist 


of 


- But afew agreed to test the truth of the 


Se aap to enter on the work, relying on the| proved on the one 


F. Srier. tured and lordl 


people. congrega 
much within the last six weeks. 
For the Methodist Protestant. 
NEW YORK. | 
Parwhville, March 19, 1834. - | — 


account of two y us; 
Lawrence Co. N. Y. 

The Norfolk protracted meeting was held in 
January, and continued four days. There were 
about 20 persons who professed to have received 
converting grace. It was aheavenly and power- 
ful time—-3 Baptist ministers and one Congrega- 
us. 

Bro. , who seceded from the Methodist 
E. Church and united with us, has since the close 


of the meeting, organized a class of eight or ten 
members. 
meeting commenced 


Feb. 2st, and continued three days, and almost 
every evening for a fortnight. Two things have 

vented this meeting being so useful as might 
ee been expected. The Methodist Episcopal 
preachers got up a meeting of.a similar character 
to ours, not more than a mile and a half from us. 
And the presiding Elder made an appointment at 
the place where we held our ing, to preach a 
sermon on Church Government. I had published 
the Sunday p ing, that I should, the next time 
{ came round, open the door for any who might 
wish to unite with us. The Elder, on the Wed- 
nesday evening preceding my appointment, and 
when he su I was not near, 


dentially | was present and heard it. 
was done, I asked if I might speak 


1} believe to exist in their government 


a 
attack upon our church, but very provi- 
When he 
a few words; 


Our principles of 
into imme- 


works must be Yours, oer’ 
. 
ECCLESIASTICAL. 
j For the Methodist Protestant. 


UNSTATIONED MINISTERS. 

Mr. Editor,—“An old member,” who professes 
to be a staunch friend to an itinerant ministry,sug- 
gests, through your columns, the necessity and 
propriety of enlarging the privileges of our un- 
stationed ministers, and hopes this subject will 
claim the attention of the approaching General 
Conference. He presents no particular regula- 
tions, preferring to call the attention of the breth- 
ren to the subject. We know this to be a matter 
of great interest with many, and it must claim the 
attention of the General Conference. It will not 
be amiss to look at this subject,with a view to see 
what may be done in addition toward rendering 
that class of ministers more useful. 

In the commencement of our remarks, we will 
lay down two positions that cannot be successfiul- 
ly controverted, and by these we will enter into 
an examination of the subject, and find a conclu- 
sion. | 

1. Every genuine minister of the gospel of Christ 
is recognized by the New Testament as a pastor 
or spiritual shepherd, whose duty it is to feed the 
flock of God. No position in the scriptures is more 
clearly revealed than this. This‘truth runs, like a 
vein of gold, through the whole bible, from Gen. 
esis to Revelations. Amidst all the controversies 
on the parity and imparity of ministers, no sensible 


writer has denied to any genuine minister of the 
| authority from heaven to feed the flock of 
God with sound doctrine, and to guard the sheep 


To go into a 


of Christ’s pasture against error. 


he hesitated—and I reminded him that he had 
boasted, they “were not afraid to meet me;” he then 
reluctantly consented that I should speak. 

I stated to the congregation that Elder Chase 
had had an opportunity to answer my letters 
through the medium of the Canton Telegraph at 
the time they were published, but it seemed he 
prefered doing it in a corner. And after a few|his essay. | 
other remarks, I announced an appointment toan-| “Every genuine minister of the gospel is a 
swer and refute the statements: and arguments of| pastor, because it is made the duty of every min- 
Mr. Chase, and invited him to attend the following] ister to watch over and feed the flock of Christ. 
day at one o’clock, for that purpose.. He attend.|Some ministers have the immediate care of a par- 
ed; and the public witnessed his very exceptiona-| ticular church, and are supported by the people; 
ble conduct, and the lame attempts of this cham. | but the bare circumstance of having charge of a 
pion of Episcopal aristocracy “to wash the Ethiope| particular flock does not necessarily constitute 
white.” On Sunday, I opened the door and re.| any minister a pastor in a gospel sense. Nor 
ceived seven persons as the fruit of the revival.—jdoes the receiving pay or support make him a 
There are others, who we believe will come with| shepherd: neither does his moving about from 
us, bye and bye. i place to place, give him a superior claim.to the 

I should state, that very shortly after Mr. Chase] title and office of pastor. Every genuine. minis. 
had delivered fiis church government lecture, ‘the}ter of the gospel of Christ, whether he itinerate 
“net was sprung,” and an attempt made to enclose} or not, receive support, or labor in the word and 
every one of the converts. This did not succeed. 


scriptural proof of the position, that every genu- 
ine minister is a r or spiritual shepherd, is 
unnecessary at this time, as this has been done by 
a writer in your third volume, at 175, to 
which your readers can have reference at any 
time. We will however quote his last paragraph, 
which is a conclusion from what he had aad te 


special duty 


ve been} the itinerant ministégs and preachers; but this 
and by the pre-| cannot deprive the unstationed ministers of their 
other. 


pastoral office and’ duties; for both the 1 and 
the constitution of our church ese as 


pastors, and fellow-laborers. He that takes a 
circuit or station this year, may not have it in his 
power to do so the next; but does* he, therefore, 


cease to be a pastor in the sense of the 
word? If he be not a shepherd, neither is he a 
minister; but if he be a minister, then is hé‘a pas~ 
tor; and the direction and command of the Great 
Shepherd is, ‘Feed my sheep.” | 
2. Every religious association, united for the 
of collecting the ing children of 


ing them in the principles and duties of the Chris- 
tian religion, are under obligation to the Great 
Shepherd and Head of the Church, to frame their 
system in accordance with gospel principles and 
provisions, so far as the rights, rt an and du- 
ties of Christ’s ministers and members are involv- 
ed. No association has a right to frame a system 
that will in practice, debar any minister or mem- 
ber from the free and full exercise of those rights, 
privileges and duties, which are guaranteed to him 
by the gospel, ner to impose duties, nor inflict 
penalties that are not clearly sanctioned by the 
scriptures. This position is so obvious, and re- 
commends itself so fully to the mind of every in- 
telligent Christian, that it is unnecessary to ad- 
vance a single proof in its support. The conven- 
tion of 1830, recognized acknowledged the 
principle; and laid it down in their “Elemen 
principles” as a fundamental axiom. “Christ is 
the Head of the Church, and the word of God the 
only rule of faith and conduct.” And in the re- 
strictive article of the constitution it is declared 
that, “no rule shall be which shall contra- 
vene any law of God. 


Let us now enquire whether our system has 
been framed, so as it relates to ministers, in 
accordance with gospel principles. As it regards 
the Laity there is no question, their rights and 
privileges, it is universally acknowledged, are se- 
cured inthe mostample manner. | 

The sixth elementary principle declares, that 
“The pastoral or ministerial office and duties are 
of divine appointment, and all elders in the church 
of God are equal.” The tenth elementary prin- 
ciple declares that, “It is obligatory on (all) min- 
isters to be faithful in the discharge of their pas- 
toral or ministeria] duties.” These two princi- 
ples fully recognize 1. The office of pastor in the 
church of Christ as an institution of heaven, and 
consequently not to be dispensed with. 2. They 
declare that all those ministers among us who are 
styled elders, are equal in the highest degree of 
authority, as the ambassadors of Christ, and shep- 
herds of the flock of God. 3, That each one of 
them is charged with pastoral or ministerial du- 
ties, and is required to live in the faithful exercise 
of the duties of his office. No words could more 
clearly acknowledge the authority of the Supreme 
Being in the institution of the pastoral office—the 
parity of the ministry, and the obligations of faith. 
fulness in the discharge of pastoral duty, Here | 
then at the very foundation of our system the con- 
vention was evidently governed by. a sacred re- 
gard to the requirements of the gospel; and in the 
constitution and discipline, that body carried out 


doctrine for nothing; have the care of a particular} the principles here laid down, and secured the au- 
lam happy to say, that this disgraceful attempt! church, or have the special care of no congrega-! thority and parity of the ministry. Indeed thi 


METHODIST PROTESTANT- 7 | 
meeting to commence under more inauspicious | has met charged by the Great hétd with the 
than was our late meeting. One of] public, and of many of the of the’Mé [important dts of watching over th 
that he | odist Chutch. Pflod! of Christ with sound: and is conse- 
IN do us good,| quently pastor. In our church, the immediate 
eople did riot} care of the churches is made the 
pospell 
and great has been our reward. ill glory be to) church government have been SE | 
God in the highest! I think there is a better state| diate contrast with the ministerial aristocracy of 
of religious excitement in this church than we} the M. E. Church, and a corresponding impression 
have ever witnessed in it since we have been a| produced on the public mind. | 
7 till it is much more pleasant to be laboring for 
( , than to be engaged in disputes with ill na- 
4, presiding Elders—but our out- 
regular | 


distinction made among our ministers. 


. The manner'of receiving and the form of on 


daining elders are the same, both as it-. 


obvious the whole is no 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


though not in the itineranc 
there, yet essential ito: the 


stationed and unstationed elders. They are re.| deep interest in any measure that. would | 
ceived by a vote of the conference and publicly | the pee interests of the respective flocks, 
ordained by the ition of the hands of three | shoul 


or more elders. 
thority and. 


word, and to administer the ordinan 


but 


Their 
are 


hold the same 
ike secured in the right of 


ence. They all enj 
mittee and an pte 
common to preach the 


nances, and in conjunction with their brethren, 


execute discipline. So that there is no distinction 
made between stationed and unstationed elders in 
the Methodist Protestant Church, which can in the 
least degree affect their parity, or militate against 
as pastors in the church of Christ. 
rence between these two classes of 
ministers is, that those who give their whole time 
to the work of the minjstry are alone eligible to 
the office of Superintendents, and this is perfectly 


their authori 
The only di 


right, for no other minister except one who de- 


acknowledgment of au- 
i charge are in all respects identical.— 
“We acknowledge thy authority to preach this|° 
ces in the 
church of Christ. Feed the flock of God, taking 
the oversight thereof; not as a Lord over God’s 
being an example to the flock, and 
when the Chief Shepherd shall appear thou shalt 
receive a crown of glory, that fadeth not away.” 
They 
are alike eligible to a seat in the General Confer. 
the right of trial by com. | f 
They are authorized in 
to raise societies,to 
feed the flock of Christ, to administer the ordi. 


the business 


First, a participa. 
tion in the pastoral duties, by tha: 
thorough recognition of all Methodist Protestant 


every minister belonging to a circuit or station 
to render all the pastoral assistance he can con. 
sistently with his other engagements.” And se- 
condly, by the general arrangement for delegates 


that a number of our brethren are not 
satisfied with the present and wi 
something still more definite done, to secure the 
co-operation of all cur;unstationed minis 
rs. 

_ The question which naturally presents itself now 
is, what can be done by the general conference 
in addition, under existing circumstances, to har. 
monise the body, and bring into requisition all the 
talent; with which we are so highly favoured.— 
We will take occasion to show our opinion, and 
let it go for what it is worth. 

It will not be proper to admit all our unstation- 
ed brethren into the annual conferences as mem. 


rom the circuits and stations. But it does 
ly 
wish 


ministers as pastors; and making it “the duty of 


HS 


this will satisfy them; and others, who are laymen, 
desire to exalt the itinerancy above every other 
department. Both are in error. sense re- 
ofall the mercies 
noes orth very good and wise man will esteem 
all ministers highly for their worksake; and eve 
prudent minister will be prepared to make the 
cessary sacrifices to promote the interests of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. Yours, 


eer 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


Mr. Editor,—Nearly five years ago, under the 
denomination of the “Associated members,” a few 
brethren assembled in the town of L 7 
Va. and formed the first annual eheents 
Methodist Reformers, in that district. In those 
days there was a great excitement the 
people in all the regions round about, their 
eyes and sympathies were directed to a noble few, 
who had risen up in the glorious struggle for full 
religious liberty, and had suffered in some sort, an 
ecclesiastical martyrdom at the hands of an en- 
raged itinerant domination. Thrust out from 
the bosom of the church which they had been 
chiefly instrumental in upbuilding and supporting, 
and for whose membership they still entertained 
as were left without a 

in which to melting notes of 

and without an which thal 
hearts to the Godman, their love to each other, 


Amicus. 


and their good will to man on earth. In this sit- 
uation they came under the affectionate notice of 
Presbyterian, Baptists, and Protestant Epi 
lians, who threw open the doors of their churches, 
and kindly assisted them, particularly at the time 
of conference. Never should these reformers for- 
get the kindnesses which were shown them by 
these dear people. 
The conférence transacted its business in the 
first Baptist church, and consisted of nine ministers 
and three laymen. All these ministers were men 
of age and of good report. Never shall I forget 
the imposing scene which the assembly of these 
greyheaded veterans presented, and least of all 
their manly, independent, affectionate and soul. 
stiring debates. Every body that saw the men re- 
spected them. Immense ions turned out 
to hear them minister in holy things, and never, 
surely, did ministers of the gospel succeed better 
in arresting profound attention, and leaving their 
hearers without excuse before God. ‘To this da 
their labours of love are spoken of by many wi 
emotions of delight. | 
When the appointments were read out, it 
peared that there were but four including the Pres- 
ident, who could be properly called Itinerants, and 
only one of them a young man, who was not pre- 
sent. The rest, however, promised to do all 
could iff this glorious enterprise. It was indeed 
affecting to behold these venerable men, upon 
whose heads the weight, and had’ been visit. 


votes his whole time to the work can properly dis- 
charge the duties of a superi But the 
unstationed elder is always eligible to the itiner- 
ancy, and may at any time become a superinten. 
dent if he devote his whole time to the service of 
the church. come so unwieldy and expensive, that the business 
Some persons say, Our ministers are not equal, | could not be done in any reasonable time, and no 
because they all have not seats in the Annual Con.| place would be able, or willing to receive such 
ference, and some of them a to long after a| mammoth assemblies. Let the following things 
seat in that conference as if it were essential to} be done. | 
their 1. Let the general conference adopt, with some 
cessary ulness as elders in the church | modifications, the supenume lan proposed b 
of God. But is it a fact that those brethren are|the Maryland committee. | / 
degraded by not holding seats in the Annual Con-| 2, Let it be required by rule that in all cases 
ference; and does this hinder their usefulness in| where a circuit or station is entitled to two dele. 
the church to the extent they are willing to labor! gates to the annual conference, one of them shall 
We are fully satisfied it does neither the one nor} be an unstationed minister, if there be such with- 
the other. A seat in the annual conference can | jn the circuit or station. 
give no minister more consequence nor make him} 3, Let it be the duty of the superintendent to 
more useful in his present limited sphere than he| assemble, periodically, once.a week or once a 
would be, if faithful, without it, And it certainly | month, in stations, all the ordained ministers, sta- 
has nothing to do with the parity or authority of} tioned and for the purposes of mutual 
elders in the Methodist Protestant Church. Tra-| edification, and harmonious co-operation in carry- 
velling or not travelling are only accidental cir-| ing on the work of God. Let the superintendent 
cumstances, and not essential to the character and|be chairman of the meeting, except he wave his 
claims of the ministry. prerogative in favour of some other minister. Let 
It is necessary where an itinerancy is contem-|a similar regulation obtain, so far as practicable, 
plated that some of the ministers should give their in all the circuits. | 
whole time to the service of the church; that they} This third particular would please the writer of 
should be subject to a periodical change from one} this article more than all the others put together, 


bers of those bodies, for the following reasons.— 
hk. Such an would be an unconstitu- 
tional act. 2. Al majority of them desire 
no such thing. 3. If this measure were to obtain, 
the annual conferences would, in a few years, be- 


‘rcui station to another, and that they be sup-| and he does think, it would be of more real ser-|ed the scenes of fifty | years, as it were 
oaee rH the church, in all cases a they vice to the church and the ministers than any | with the vigour of youth, aa with a bu zeal 
ve not sufficient means of their own to sustain for the dearest interests of man and of the church 


other regulation which can be adopted. Yet he 
thinks it will be necessary for the general confer- 
ence to pass rules embodying all the particulars 
here laid down. Indeed, they are all included in 
our s as it now stand, but not so definite as 
they may be made, by a direct act of the general 
conference. We are aware that many of our 
brethren, both laymen and preachers, have brought 
with them, prejudices that. will not be es Mage 
moved. Some of them have a hankering after a 
‘seat in the annual conference and nothing short of 


of Christ, quitting their homes, now rendered doub- 
ly dear to them by the recollection of the scenes 
of their youth, the pleasures of manhood, the en- 
joyments and interests of growing families, and the 
sanctified ties of friendship and christianity—and 
going forth under the disadvantages of long estab- 
lished habits, to bear testimony against ministerial 
usurpation, and to build up a church whose prin- 
ciples are so consonant with the gospel of the 


themselves and families. But it is not necessary 
that all the ministers should itinerate; and, indeed, 
highly improper, for the means of support would 
be utterly inadequate; a minority of the minis. 
ters is always sufficient; and that minority, from 
uncontrollable circumstances, does not always in- 
clude the greatest amount of experience and tal- 
ent in the church. A majority will. of necessity 
remain at home in the circuits and stations, acting 
as pastors in the respective churches, in conjunc- 


- 


of the annual conference, and have : 
n immediate participation in the spiritual welfare 
f the respective churches. We were of the : 
pinion, that the convention secured to the unsta- a 
. 
= 


These worthies had. their difficulties on the way. 
Oh! Yess they did endure much suffering and hard. 
ship. They were in perils on the land and on 
water, in the city and in the wilderness, by. their 
own countrymen, and amongst false brethren; in 
weariness and in painfulness—but Israel’s God 
was their God. They leaned upon His arm, and 
His arm brought deliverance and salvation to 
them, Many listened to their testimony, and al. 
though numbers turned off mocking, yet others 
believed and joined themselves to the company of 
ecclesiastical emancipators. 

Year after year conferences were held in dif- 
ferent places, and each conference disclosed the 
cheering fact, that this new church was in rapid 

gress. Her ministers were increasing in num. 

er and im zeal, the knowledge of her principles 

pn extending, her borders were enlarging, and 

was fast attaining a respectable stand amongst 
other churches. 

At length conference assembled again in Lynch- 
burg, but under what different circumstances from 
those of the first meeting. On the 13th of Feb. 
ruary 1834, the sixth annual conference of the 
Methodist Protestant church, met in Lynchburg, 
in the basement story of Wesley chapel, a church 
built by Reformers and their friends, and which 
in point of taste and comfort, is exceeded by no 
other in the town. The society here by this time 
had increased very much, and although it was not 
the largest, was nevertheless enjoying equal ad. 
vantages with any other in the place. is is 
not said boastingly. 

The business of the conference was transacted 
with open doors. Good order prevailed, A rigid 
investigation of official conduct was pursued, such 
as had not been witnessed before. When the roll 
was called over, the duties peculiar to each office 
were read from the discipline, and each officer re- 
gre to say whether he had performed his speci- 

Cc part, giving at the same time an account of his 
labours, and the condition of that part of Zion 
which he had left. The consequence was, that 
conference knew exactly every deficiency in min- 
isterial labour, and the true state of the church. 
There ean be no doubt, that, if one half of the 
time and words which are usually spent on such 
occasions in attention to the purse, was employed 
in making inquiry into the progress of the work 
of God on our circuits and stations, it would be 
far better for the church. That good and zealous 
man, Wm, Bramwell, saw that the British confer- 
ence was more careful to know whether all had 
received their quarterage, than whether each had 
his duties as a minister, and what was 
the state of the work of God,and he groaned might- 
ily on-account of it, “The love of money is the 
root of all eyil.’”’ It is.enough for ministers that 
they be as their master; and he that cannot be a 
devoted minister because. of the sacrifice of a little 
golden trash, or raises a clamour because he does 
not receive a full quarterage, had better st@p aside 
and give place to. others who will not count their 
own, fives dear unto them for the gospel’s sake. 

{t was truly interesting to see and hear, on this 
occasion, ministers. and laymen, both old and 
young, rising upon the floor of the conference room, 
and discussing in the. spirit of independence and 
liberality, the different subjects relating to the in- 


- terests of the,church, that were presented. It 


brought to remembrance the manner in which the 
apostles.and members of the primitive church 
transacted business in their councils, 

The conference room was visited by a number 
of, gentlemen and ladies, members of different-de- 
nominations, and also by two Presbyterian clergy- 


men, who gaye evidence of their gratification. 1 


am surprised that. any objection should ever -be 


raised, from any quarter, against the practice of 
doing conference business with open doors; the ob- 
jections, which are urged against the pr@ttice, are 
certainly founded ne view of thin 
Ministers are public men, and should, therefore, 
be pure men, Who ought ever to be ashamed of 
purity? Now if ministers are, as they should be, 
pure men! where is the necessity of closing the 
doors of their conference or assembly rooms, when 
they meet together to consider the interests of the 
church, which are surely public interest—what 
advantage can possibly result from it? What loss 
ean be sustained to the church by having open 
doors? I hold it as a position, which no man can 
truly gainsay, that ministers owe it to the church 
and the wide world, to do business for the church 
above board. Christ would have it so, and if any 
of his professed ministers will do business for the 
church in the secrecy of a chamber, they should 
remember that, when, in the last day, they stand 
before his judgement seat, all these things shall be 
known and published upon the housetops, Why, 
then, be ashamed or afraid to let frail men know 
the things which are unblushingly done in the 
sight of an Almightly God? Oh, these secret con- 
claves! They are altogether at war with the gen- 
ius of Republicanism, and are dangerous to liber- 
ty! They are not authorized by the great head of 
the church! And nearly all the evil things that 


have afflicted the church of Christ are to be traced | pit, 


to them. 
With regard to the preaching at this conference, 
it was plain, powerful, and effective. Our breth- 
ren in the ministry quitted themselves like true 
men of God. The profound attention, the steady 
gaze, the rolling tears, the lighted countenances, 
and the bursts of joy of the immense congregations 
that waited upon their ministry from time to time, 
gave evidence that God was present. The arrows 
of divine truth flew all abroad, and fastened in the 
bosoms of many. To the praise of God be it re- 
corded, that his converting power was realized at 
least in one heart—others were writhing under the 
agonies of conviction. 
It must be recorded too, with gratitude, that 
every church in the town was offered to the use 
of our brethren, and their pulpits were supplied to 
the satisfaction of all. The impression made upon 
the public mind, was very favourable indeed.— 


Many, however, it may be, remain in entire ignor- } 


ance to this day in regard to the difference between 
the economy of the Methodist Protestant, and that 
of the Methodist Episcopal church. For the in- 
formation of all such, be it remarked that, the 
great difference lies chiefly here—the former 
church governs itself, the latter is governed bya 
few winerant preachers—the ministry of the former 
is a responsible body, that of the latter is an irre- 
sponsible body—the church property of the form. 
er is owned by the individual church that purchas- 
ed:it, that of the latter is owned by the travelling 
ministry; the former recognizes but two orders of 
ministers, the latter has four; the ministers and 
members of the former are all brethren, the min- 
isters of the latter rule the church. Let candour 
and impartiality judge between the claims of these 
two churches, 

In conclusion: the conference broke up in 
spirit of love, and having suffered the loss of some 
choice young men by location, it was able to give 
employment to fifteen ministers, e ing to get a 
reinforcement in the course of the year. If these 
men are faithful to their high trusts, and the mem. 
bership will give the necessary and expected assis. 
tance to them in their labours, glorious things wil 
be mentioned at the:next session. VIATOR. 


— 


Mr. Editor—~A writer in the Protestant: on 
dress, seems to me to have fallen into the common 
error; viz. not to have examined the nature of the 


g8-—— | subject, or proposition, in order to ascertain whe- 


ther it be a determinate or indeterminate proposi- 
tion. If he had ascertained it to be of the latter 
kind, would he not have been more sparing, or 
more cautious, in his talk about ffock coats and 
roundabouts, &c. &c? When I was a boy, what 
is now called the frock coat, that is right straight 
down before, was the patriarchal costume; then 
came the scandal of shad bellies. Adi old men, 
and all old women too, have seen fashions die and 
revive at least once. But the true old fashion had 
neither coats, nor waist coats, nor hats, nor shoes, 
nor collars, nor neck cloths, nor shams. The Be. 
doin, or pastoral Arabs of the desert, and the na. 
tive Tartars, are supposed, and with good reason, 
to dress now nearly if not exactly as in the days 
of Abraham. Let any one look into Nuhbur’s 
plates, or any other collection of plates. of ancient 
and Eastern dresses, and he will find that we are 
all innovators, from broad brim to dandy. The 
modern traveller in Arabia, in order to avoid giv- 
ing offence in dress, has to leave all his. European 
dresses behind, he can have no choice among them.. 
I have often that drawings had not 
been taken of old Maryland and Mo ony Itiner- 
ants in full costume on horse back, and in the pul. 
it. The writer on dress, would be a lit- 
tle startled at one of these primitives. These 
men had their day; they and those who laughed at 
them, or admired them, have mostly shared the 
common lot of the ing shadows of this ever 
. ing world. ey contributed to bring the 
'gown,or the canonieal dress into contempt amongst 
us. Did they do well in this thing? Your writer 
does not seem to be aware, that there is no other 
way to prevent fashion, or his so much dreaded 
innovation, than to fix the dress of preachers by 
law; if not by civil law, — still more perma- 
{nent law of the is a 
ies of regimen ey conc e distinc. 
“ae the wearers, the old and the young, 
the rich, and the poor, the learned, and not learned 
must all be dressed alike. Now, the truth is, that 
passion and prejudice, are the parents of all chang- 
es.in dress or fashion. We are the innovators 
upon the old sacerdotal robes. We ridiculed them 
‘out of use. We did not change them by chang- 
ing the law, or the religion of them. We swept 
away all the old land marks, and substituted no 
compass or principle. 
| Whether it is desirable or not, to have a uni- 
formity among us in ministerial dress, we will not 
now argue; but if it be, we have no means to en- 
force it. If we could make a law, we could not 
execute it, without changing our whole character, 
without producing a new superstition, or reviving 
a reverence for an old one. We will here ven- 
ture, at the hazard of the charge of impiety, 
to assert, that the facility with which fashions 
change in this country, whatever of evil there may 
be in the case, is one among the greatest political 
benefits, one of the strongest of the bonds of our 
political union. Even language itself, has not 
done more towards separating, or keeping nations 
separate, than dress. The European, or Chris- 
'tian, who crossed the Mediterranian, when he ap- 
pears in an African city in his native dress,ceases 
to be regarded asa man, he is adog. His bones, 
if not his life are in danger. 
One of the Methodist Cherokee missionaries, 
‘said, that ata certain public meeting, there was. 
but one Indian without trowsers, and he was point. 
at, and shamed.. What a change of fashion, 


| 
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what an innovation,to change 
ing for trowsers? Are Highlanders more denation- 
alized by wearing pantletts? I confess the plea- 
sure, pure national pleasure, I felt in New York 
where the crowd of merchants is the greatest, to 
see men mingling or change from all parts of this 
great republican world, without any state, or sec- 
tional distinction in dress. The change in the 
dress of the members of General Conference of 
the M. E. Church since my rememberance, also 
affords me this kind of satisfaction. Formerly we 
could tell the country members almost as far as 
we could see them. Is it a small matter to make 
& minister cease to love or respect his brother,not 
to say hate him because he has a lappell,or a frock 
coat? And is it reasonable for those to do this, 
who have contributed to break down all law on 
ministerial dress? If any uniformity of ministe- 
rial dress should be insisted on, I should advocate 
the gown, if it could be introduced amongst us 
alone, or without reviving old associations; but as 
this cannot be, it is best to let it alone. Our 
preachers will not be the first to adopt new fash- 
ions; why then should they have the old ones en- 
tailed upon them? In fact, it is only the new and 
the old fashions which are liable to be noticed or 
thought of. And when nobody thinks of the fash- 
ion it is like a dead letter, very harmless. I can| 
remember when the sleeves of the ladies dresses } 
were large below, now the expansion is all above. 
Some good religious women, to say the least,look- 
ed with a very suspicious eye upon the contrac. 
tion and lengthening of the dress of the arm, and 
I am not sure, whether my mother ever did suffer 
her sleeve to reach the rist. It is plain, that if the 
resent big sleeves shall cease to be worn, it must 
a change, a new fashion of course; but why 
entail the old custom because it is old upon pious 
women. All the preachers formerly wore white 
cambric stocks with silver stock buckles. Then 
came the cravats; but several of the old men never 
gave up the stocks with their many folds. Now 
the muslin neck cloth is going out of use, and the 
stiff black stock is all in fashion. Several of the 
travelling preachers begin to use them, and one 
excuse for changing the fashion is, it saves so much 
washing and ironing, &e. &c. So it was with 
boots and small clothes, We old times men,were 
the last to adopt the pantaloons and the half boots. 
There may be some improvements and some econ- 
omy in a ch of fashion. In a cold climate 
double breasted clothes have their use, not so in a 
hot climate. One of the inconveniences, not to 
say follies of fashions is, its tendency to trespass 
upon climate; but it is no less inconvenient to de- 
prive one’s self of a conveniency, merely because 
it is new. | | 


Observe, I am not an advocate for fashion 0 
extravagance. I am not disposed to censure the 
writer for writing upon this subject; but for the 
manner of his writing, as in some instances to de- 
feat his own purpose. Where there is no law, 
there is no transgression. About the shapes, and 
colors of dresses there is no Jaw, human or divine. 
Old Captain Webb, used to preach in his scarlet 
uniform, with lace and epauletts. Those of course, 
who judged only according to outward appearanc- 
es, would not hear him. It is doubtful if he thought 
of his dress much more than he did of the color 
of his skin. To have seen himself in a black coat 
would have seemed to him very singular. In 
treating on dress, much caution is. necessary not 
to offend against charity and philosophy. Itis 
the manner in which charity and sound philosophy 
have been injured by the opposers of: fashion, that 
has defeated the effects of many, well meant, en- 


ed @161,54, leaving for that year a balance due 
‘him of $12; for the 1830, he received $129,14, 


and expe 
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the old Indian stock. 


are coriterned; and their influence is well known, 
changes in the fashions.may incidentally and indi- 
rectly do good. In this way good has come of 
changing the old “fashioned priestly robes. Mr. 
Wesley instructed Dr. Coke to introduce the gown 
as an a of ordination in this country. The 
failure of the attempt-has no doubt contributed to 
prevent old associations, whose tendency was to 
revive superstition, rather than true religion. The 
dandies in Paris, we are told, are reviving the old 
fashions of Charles IX. If they succeed, we shall 
have them in this ~ At all events, it is to| 
be hoped that the civil wars will not be revived 
with them. P, 


At a meeting of the members of the Methodist 
Protestant Church, at Easton, held on Saturday, 


the 22d March, 1833, among other proceedings 
were the following: | 

The committee appointed at a former meeting 
to examine and report upon the accounts of Bro. 
James Parrott, made a report, which was read 
and ordered to be recorded upon the minutes of 
the Society, and published in the Methodist Pro. | 
testant. Epwarp Motuixin, 
Secretary of the Meeting. [| 


at a meeting of the| 


The committee appoi 
male members of the Methodist Protestant Church, 
to investi the accounts of James Parrott, as 
Trustee and Steward of said Church, having pro. 
ceeded to the duty assigned them,beg leave to offer 
the following report :— 
The first account examined by this Committee, 
was that of James Parrott with the associated 
Methodist Church at Easton, from which it appear- 
ed that there had been received by him for the 
use of said Church the sum of $570, and that there 
had been disbursed by him on account of said 
Church, the sum of $657,50, leaving a balance 
due said Parrott of $87,50. 
The next account investi by this Commit- 
tee, was that of said Parrott with the Methodist 
Protestant Church at Easton: It was ascertained 
that the said Parrott, had received for the use of 
said last mentioned Church, the sum of $238, and 
that he had expended on account of said Church, 
the sum of $393,35, leaving a balance in favour 
of said Parrott, of $155,35. 
The accounts of the said James Parrott as Trus- 
tee, will appear for the above statements, and it 
will be at once perceived, that in his onpecry of 
Trustee, he was and still is a creditor to the Meth. 
odist Protestant Chursh, in the sum of $242,85. 
The next accounts investigated by this Commit- 
tee were those credited. by receipts and disburse- 
ments, on account of the Circuit designated as the 
Talbot Circuit, during the Conference years of 
1829, 1830, 1831, 1832. 
This Committee find that for the year 1829, the 
said James Parrott received $149,54, and expend- 


and disbursed $144,59, leaving a balance due him 
of 15,44; for the year 1831, he received $201,56, 
nded $239,14; leaving forthat year a bal- 
ance due him of $37,58; and for the year 1882, he 
received $262,18, and expended $323,25, leaving 
a balance in/his favour for that year of $61,07. 

The above several balances in favour of said 
Parrott for the above mentioned years amounting 
‘in the whole to the sum of $126,09, for which sum 
the Methodist Protestant Society of the aforesaid 
Circuit is indebted to him. 
This Committee beg leave to state, that full and 


deayors, Ih 90 far as asgociations and babita 


| Balance due James Parrott as Trustes of 


ii* 


by Mr. Parrétt ‘for évéry ih the accounts 
froth which ‘the’ above 
rived; anid they do not hesitate to 
measures be adopted as soon'as practi¢able to re 
imburse Mr. Parrott for the monies which he has 
thus advanced, as Trustee and Steward, | 

ing in the aggregate, to the sum of $368,094, to 
which he is most justly entitled, as well a’ to. th 
thanks of the Methodist Protestant Society of tl 
Circuit for the fidelity, accuracy and dili 
with which he has discharged the duties of Trus. 
tee and Steward.—All which with the following 


is respectfully submitted. 


RECAPITULATION. 
Associate Methodist Church at Easton, $87,50 
Do. due him as Trustee-of M. P. C. 155,36 
ard of Talbot Circuit,for the year 1829, 
1830, 1831, and 1832, , 


126,09 


We are requested to state, that the funds of the 
church are ample to meet this and other just claims 


against it, and it is expected that inafew days the above 
balance will be paid. . 


From the Imperial Magazine, Eng. 
METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. | 


The late wstival season contained five anemonal 
periods; the first of which was ina measure a 
continuance of the last period of the early part 
of the season: the gale and heavy rain of the 
3ist of August, however, distinguished it from 
that period; the wind appeared to oscillate about 
the north-west point, sometimes being found to 
the west, and at others to the north: we may 
therefore consider the period to be rather aninter- 
mediate one; it occupied four days, and rain fell 
more or less during its continuance: its mean 
temperature was 50.25 degrees, and its prevail- 
ing wind north-west.. A north-easterly pease 
of eight days followed this, it was generally fing 
but windy, its mean temperature was 56.87 de- 
grees, and its prevailing wind north-east. The 
next period was south-westerly, this also occu- 
pied eight days, the early part was fine,, but it 
closed with showery weather, its; mean tem- 
perature was 54 degrees, and its prevailing wind 
west. A short north-easterly, period then oc« 
curred, which sed to be (as noticed on 
some former occasions;) a circuit of the wind 
round the compass, in passing from one south- 
west period to another; it occupied two days 
which were fine, particularly the last; on t 

morning of the first, hoar frost was conspic¢u- 
ous on the herbage: this circuit was similar to 
‘those which occurred on the 14th, and 15th of 
June, and on the 26th and 26th of August; its 
meéan temperature was 51 degreess. The, 
son closed with a south-westerly period, which 
occupied nine days; its mean temperature be- 
ing 53.22 degrees, and prevailing wind south. 
'The‘mean temperature of the south-westerly 
periods was 52.95 degrees, and that ofthe 
north-easterly 55.7; the prevailing wind. of the 
former was south, and of the latter orth-east,., 
The maximum of the south-westerly periods 
was 60 degrees, it occurred on the 14th and. 24th; 
the direction of the wind on the'former day was 


| satisfactory vouchers or evidences were fifrnished 


south-easterly, and on the latter southerly. The. 
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sninimum of these periods was 46 degrees; it 
was on the 2nd with a south-wester- 
ly wind. The maximum of the north-easterly 
gr was 59 de which occurred on the 

th, Sth, 9th, and Ilth, the direction of the 
wind on the three former days was north-east- 


erly, and on the latter north-westerly- The] 


minimum of 41 degrees took place on the 20th, 
when the direction of the wind was north-east- 
erly. The range of the former periods was 
therefore 14 degrees, while that of the latter 
was 1] degrees. The range of this part of the 
ZEstival season was 14 degrees, its mean tem- 
perature being 53.83 degrees, and its prevailing 
wind south. é 

INTELLIGENCE. 


From the New York Commercial April 5. Evening 
VERY LATE FROM ENGLAND. 

- The packet ship Pacific, Captain Waite, ar- 
rived below this morning from Liverpool whence 
she sailed on the Lith of March, having been 
detained eleven days by contrary winds. Our 
boat came up at one o'clock, \with our files of 
London papers to the 9th of March. We are 
indebted to the editor of the American for a 
London Paper of the 10th, one day later than 
our own files contained. 

The Pacific has on board Three Hundred 
Thousand Dollars in specie. 

Sir John Campbell has been promoted to the 
office of Attorney General. 

Mr. Pepys has been appointed Solicitor Gen- 
eral, and sworn into office. 

Riot Liverpoot. A serious riot recent- 
ly occurred in Liverpool between the Leinster 
and Ulster Irish factions. They had fought 
three pitched battles in the county of Cheshire 
and returning in the evening commenced an in- 
discriminate attack upon all they met. Several 
police officers were greatly injared before the 
rioteers were overpowered. Seventeen of them 
however were captured and lodged in‘ prison, 
and eight of them fully committed. ~ 

The proceedings of Parliament are uncom- 
monly and very particularly uninteresting. 

Lord Althorp had stated that it was his inten- 
= to introduce a bill for reforming the Reform 

The Marquis of Westminster had given no- 
tice of a project for altering the system of vo- 
ting by xy in the Lords. 

_ Lord Bexley, in answer to a question, said he 
should take time to consider whether a bill for 
the removal of the civil disabilities of the Jews 
would be introduced during the present sess- 

: 


FRANCE. 


ion. 

Paris letters are to the Sth, inclusive. Gen. 
Lafayette had nearly recovered his health, and 
was expected soon to resume his seat in the 
Chambers. 

The troubles in Lyons, among the operatives, 
continued. It is believed that they are stimu- 
lated by those who are disaffected. They have 
formed clubs, cried Vive la Republique, and 
shown divers disloyal symptoms; but, as yet, 
have committed no overt acts of rebellion, ex- 
cept against their employers. They continue, 
however, to keep the National Guards under 
arms. Connected with these movements, there 


had been some tumultuous proceedings in Par-. 


_ is, which ‘were quelled by. the police. Forty 
or fifty arrests took place and some heade were 
broken by bludgeons; but.as the Minister stated 


dpposition upon the not a life was lost 
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nor abayonet used. At Nantes there had like- 

wise been some inquietude. 

- MISCELLANY. 


— 
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Tuomas Patne—An Extract. 


His first wife is said to have died of ill- usage. 
His second was rendered so miserable by neglect 
and unkindness, that they separated by mutual 
agreement. His third ion, not his wile, 
was the victim of his seduction, while he lived 
upon the hospitality of her husband. Holding 
a place in the excise of England, he was dis- 
missed for irregularity; restored, and dismissed 
again for fraud, without recovery. Unable to 
get employment where he was known, he came 
to this country, commenced politician and pre- 
tended to some faith in christianity. Congress 
gave hitn an office, from which being soon found 
guilty of a breach of trust, he was expelled with 
disgrace. The French revolution allured him 
to France. Habits of intoxication made him a 
disagreeable inmate in the house of the American 
minister, where of compassion he had been re- 
ceived as a guest. During all this time, his 
life; was a compound of ingratitude and per- 
plexity, of hypociisy and avarice, of lewdness 
and adultry. In June, 1809, the poor creeture 
died in this country. The lady, in whose fami- 
ly he lived, relates, that “he was daily drunk, 
and in his few moments of soberness, was quar- 
relling with her, and disturbing the peace of her 
family.’’ At that time “he was deliberately and 
disgustingly filthy. He had an old black wo- 
man for his servant, as drunken as her master. 
He accused her of stealing his rum; she retal- 
jated, accusing him of being an old drunkard. 
They would lie on the same floor, sprawling 
and swearing and threatening to fight, but too 
intoxicated to engage in battle. He removed 
afterwards to various families, continuing his ha- 
bits, and paying for his board only when com- 
pelled. 
talk about the immortality of the soul. Such was 
the author of ‘‘the Age of Reason;’’ such the a- 
postle of infidelity! Unhappy man! Neither he 
nor Rousseau nor Voltaire, is dead, except in 
the flesh.—Their immortal souls are thinkin 
as actively, at least,as ever. We and they wil 
stand on the same great day, before the bar of 
God. How awful in reference to such despi- 
sers and scoffers is that description—‘Behold 


he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see} 


him, and they also which pierced him.—Bishop 
Mcllvaine's ‘Evidences of Christianity.” 


From the New York Eevning Star. 
THOUGHTS IN PROSE. 


Unity.—The western clouds were, last eve- 
ning, beautifully drest up in all the variegated 
but combined colors of the rainbow, vieing with 
each vther in the diffusion of their charms, and 
all forming together the loveliest union of beau- 
ties to regale the eye and raise the heart in 
thanksgiving to its Creator, How delightful 
would it be if individuals composed of jarring 
political creeds would, like these clouds of op- 
posite densities of colors, pour forth their mu- 
tual though party colored influence towards the 
promotion of the general soul-stirring interest 
which regard the welfare of their common and 
beloved country? How delightful would it be if 
families and societies that cannot agree on any 
other topic or pursuit, would unite together in 
amicable offices, and endeavor to make each 


n his drunken fils he was accusiomed to) 


tian denominations would resolveto Jay aside 
all ankind reproaches and disputations, and 
strive to win one anothers affections by concili- 
ating persuasions and good will!—What a love- 
ly aspect would the nations of Christendom 
present were they all supremely bent upon the 
advancement of mental end moral improve- 
ments, as well as the happiness and interests of 
the whole human family! Their various colors 
land shades of sentiment and action falling in 
rich and melting softness upon the spirits of all, 
would not only inspire them with fervent praise 
to heaven and with love to their fellow crea- 
tures, but prepare them also for that blessed 
consummation, where their different tints of 
honest religious belief will unite like the pris- 
matic rays, into the pure effulgent light of ce- 
lestial perfectness and harmony. 

Premature Genius.—Premature ius and 
wisdom in a child is always regarded as the pre- 
cursor of an early death or the hasty decay of 
its intellectual powers. What a powerful testi- 
mony is this from the world of vanity, of earth- 
ly wisdom, since it is reckoned as a plant, which, 
if it blossoms prematurely, must as prematurely 
decay! Like those trees which produce no fruit, 
but spend all in the blossom, numerous intellee- 
tual plants bud only and pay from the 
world as rapidly as those spring flowers, wither 


.and fade away: but even then it may be averr- 


ed that they poured forth their delicious fra- 
grance if they yielded not the fruit which they 
promised to the eye of hope. Thus it is with 
all those illustrious spirits who have been sud- 
denly snatched away from the garden of life in 
the spring and summer of their prime—they 
have taught us at least to value the riches of the 
mental treasures they contained, to prize with 
double relish the gifted autumn intellects which 
stil! are spared us, and to wait in patient sus- 
pense for that ripened state when every mental 
blossom shall bear forth mach fruit without the 
possibility of being blighted, and where flowers 
have bloomed the most transiently here, will be 
found ‘as fragrant and as beautiful as those that 
have flourished the longest within this terres- 
trial bower. 
To the Editors of the American. 

GenTLEMEN—The public having exhibited an 
interest in my ascent in a balloon from Federal 
Hill, yesterday afternoon, I submit to you the fol- 
lowing statement relative to this ascension. 

I started from the Garden at 10 minutes before 
5 o'clock. ing to my having used a large 
quantity of steel filings, the gas in the balloon was 
in yes part composed of carburetted hydrogen, 
and afforded me much less ascensive power than 
I had calculated on.—So much so that I started 
with only one bag of ballast in my car. Of this I 
threw out one half when over the Chemical Works, 
and the remainder when over Fort McHenry. I 
hailed the Fort, but did not hear any answer, be- 
ing probably too high to be heard by the sentinels. 
At ten minutes past 5 o’clock, my observations 
on the barometer shewed me to have attained the 
greatest height. | 
The Barometer was at surface on ground 29.9. 


$ Thermometer Fah. 51 deg. External thermom- 


eter nearly the same. 

At the height just mentioned.— 

Barometer 25, 4. 

Thermometer 48. Fah. 

Elevation by Lesley’s formula, | 

71307 feet, or nearly one and a half miles. 
After this, the current of air carried me nearly 
the course of the river.’ The sun now shining ve 


, m &. wuErD rT) debate, when arraigned by the! other happy! . How blessed would it be if Chris- ‘bright, caused the ‘gas in the balloon to expand 


= 


| 
| 
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very much, to relieve which I opened both valves’ | F 
which soon let off a large quantity of gas. After | ments of the most High, 


a while, the sun 


METHODIST: PROTESTANT. 


— 


or three years they .walked in the command” 
and enjoyed the consola- 


going behind a cloud, withdrew | tions of the gospel to the fall amount of their ex- 


its influence from the balloon, and I found myself] pectations, But their stay was short. 


_ provided with so little ascensive power, that I suc. 


cusively threw over firt one: boot, ‘and then ‘the cares mysterious are the dealings of Providence 


other, and my anchor, and even the 
barometer, to prevent my aes 
Finding myself thus cut 
further, I determined to descend while I had a good 
opportunity of doing so, and accordingly alighted 
about twenty yards from the shore, near the Bod. 
kin Point. Several persons came off and assisted 
me to an open field, and to secure my a econey 
1 that the land of Mr. NBAR, 
the worthy Cashier of the Commercial] and Far- 
mer’s Bank in Baltimore. At his house I was 
‘most kindly treated and every assistance afforded 
me that I could have desired, 
April 3, 1834. James Mis, 


OBSEEVATIONS. 


At starting the barometer stood at 29.9. 
No. Time. Barom. Ther. Course by compass. 


into the water. 


1 56.00 26.7 651 S. E by 8. 
9 6.10 2064 46 8 

$ 5.25 26.9 8. 

4 §.48 27.3 50 Ss. 

Landed at 6 P. M. 


A FINE WOMAN. 


It is pleasant to observe how differently mo- 
dern writers and the inspired author of the book 
of Proverbs describe a fine woman. The for- 
mer confine their praise chiefly to personal 
charms and ornamental accomplishments, while 
the latter celebrates only\the virtues of a valua- 
ble mistress ofa family, and a useful member of 
society. The one is perfectly acquainted with 
all the fashionable languages of Europe; the 
other opens her mouth with wisdom and is per- 
fectly acquainted with all the uses of the needle, 
the distaff, and the loom.—The businessjof the 
one is pleasure; the pleasure of the other is bu- 
siness. The one is admired abroad, the other 
at home. Her children rise up and call her 
blessed, her husband also praiseth her. There 
* is no name in the world equal to this, nor is 
there a note in music half so delightful as the 
respectful language with which the grateful son 
or daughter perpetuates the memory of a sensi- 
ble and affectionate mother. | . 


OBITUARY. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


Departed this transitory life on the 24th day of| tinued to descend the declivity of life, whilst eve-| in eternity; with great 


top of my} And yet all things are 
from proceeding 


his children! “His ways are past 


eto work together for 
good to them who love God, who are called ac. 
rpose; made to con. 
rm the soul c t t our God 
Very soon after this happy couple had covenan. 
ted with the Lord Jesus Christ, in holy purpose to 
be his, whether living or dying, they became the 
subjects of affliction. And it was soon perceived 
their visitations, though painful were unquestiona- 
ble occasions of the divine discipline, intended to 
prepare them for that eternal inheritanec, which 
they were so soon to enjoy. 
Mrs. Ashley was taken with sym which too 
clearly indicated the approach of a fatal decline, 
to leave her friends ‘in doubt as to the issue; or 
the loving pair in hope of a long continuance of 
their happy union in this vale of tears. They 
devoutly marked the pointing of the good provi. 
dence of their heavenly father, and sought for a 
gracious acquiescence in the divine will. They 
had consented to take God for their portion, for 
tume and eternity, and were enabled to confide in 
him, believing the promise would be fulfiled. “As 
thy day is so shall thy strength be.” And bless. 
ed be God they were not disappointed. As the 
disease continued to progress with irresistible des. 
truction, Mrs. Ashley continued to grow in grace, 
till she was prepared to say in holy affiance, “thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” Some 
weeks before her departure Mr Ashley was seized 
with a paralytic affection, which left him with a 
considerable impairment of his intellect. This 
was a most greivous affliction to his wife, whose 
very life seemed to be identified with his. Her 
beloved mother, who watched over her with the 
tenderest solicitude, not so much account of her 
bodily health, of this she had long despaired, but 
on account of her spiritual comfort; and fearing 
that this calamity which had befallen Mr. Ashley, 


that the loving worthy pair 
glory of him who redeemed and washed them with 
his own blood, to whom be praises, ascribed, world 
without end.—Amen. J. 


From the Wesleyan P. M. Magazine. 
MARY HERDEN. 

__ The subject of the following narrative was born 
in the army at Gibraltar, in the year'1780—when 
her ts returned to England, they went to 
ide at Halifax, in Yorkshire. I first became 
acquainted with the deceased, in the year 1816; 
she was of a good moral character, and t- 
ly attended the Methodist Chapel, in Leeds, and 
was often impressed with a desire to serve the 
Lord, but did not fully give herself to God—In 
this state of mind she continued till the year 1820, 


she was too great a sinner to be till one 
night, whilst hearing one of the local brethren 
preach, the Lord deepened the work 
in her soul; she prayed earnestly in 


in the army; yet these painful thi 
seek her happiness in God, so that 


“Jesus, lover of my soul, — 
~~ Let me to thy bosom fly, &c.,” 


and truly the Lord did support and 

her,—the last two years she appeared to be ripen. 
ing for glory—her consolations from the t of 
the Lord, were neither few nor small. one 
occasion a friend observed to her, Mary, I believe 
you have given God your whole heart; to whom 
she replied, I have no will of my own, but can 
say in all things, thy will be done—she felt a deep 


might be too much for her daughter in her feeble | concern for the conviction of her family, the pros- 
condition, she took occasion to speak words of| perity of Zion, and the salvation of souls, 


res comfort for hersupport. She understood 


On Sunday, June the 30th, 1833, after attend. 


e object of her mother, and turning her eyes|ing the evenmg preaching, in the Stone Chapel, 


upon her with steadfast look and a composure of|she was taken very 


mind, which really surprised her, she said, “my 
mind is as calm as that sun,” pointing to a bright 


ill, and continued to grow 
worse till Thursday, July 11th, when the doctor 
gave some small hopes of her recovery; @ 


rson 
sun beam which was shining through the adjoin,| who was standing by her, asked if she felt oy 
ing window. “Their is nothing,” said she, “that} better, she replied | feel 1 am weaker, on w 


interrupts my -” In this happy state, she con- 


her friend remarked, I believe you will soon be 
composure, she said, the 


July, 1833 Mrs Mary Ann Asuiey, aged 21|ry day was expected to be her last. On the day| Lord’s will be done, my captain’s gone before, he 


ears, and on the 29th day of the same month 


As early as the tenth year of her age she was 
made a subject of the saving grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; and in her twelfth year became a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, with 
which she remained in fellowship, until she was 
permitted to participate in the joys of the Church 
triumphant. In the 18th year of her age she 
was united by marriage to Mr Ashley, who also 


in early life dedicated himself to the service of| happy frame she continued, till she winged 
his Maker, and united himself with the Methodist |to the paradise of God. Her husband who had 
Protestant Church, in whose communion he lived | frequently expressed a wish, that they might go 
together, did not recover. He too after languish. 
They commenced their course with flattering |1 


and died. 


prospects of a long and happy life, and with a de- 
termination to serve the Lord and improve 
opportunity to of the of 
and of the 


truth of the promises given in his word. } hesitate 


y before her departure, slie frequently enquired if} will open the 
she was followed by her husband Wittiam Asu ey. |the Doctor had come, and towards the evening be- | in this 


ing informed of his arrival, she expressed very 
great desire to see him. As he approached her 
bed side, she said “Doctor, how long do you think 
I will live?” He replied, 1 think my child, you 
will take your departure, before the morning. On 
hearing this, she was filled with ecstacy, and clap. 
ping her feeble hands praised the Lord with a loud 
voice far above her previous strength. In this 
her way 


about five days, departed in 


not to believe he died their death, 


peace. 

e was truly a good man, who feared the Lord, 
every |and ashe had opportunity, wrought righteousness. 
God, | And’as he had lived the life of the nghteous, 


we 


and! out the other is impossibl 


and let me in. She continued 
happy frame of mind, and often expressed 
her thankfulness that the Lord did not permit Sa- 
tan to buffet her—to a fnend who visited her she 
said, I have never lost my first love. I have had 
many weaknesses and imperfections, but the Lord 
has ena my heart, and has pitied and forgiven 
me—although she appeared to be in a oying state 
during the whole of the day, previous to her death, 
yet she often mentioned the name of Jesus... 
On Monday, the 15th of July,,she was deprived 
of the power of speech, and at twenty minutes 
before ten o’clock at night, her happy spirit took 
its flight into the arms of her y my 
last end be like hers;—amen—amen, _ | 
Leeds. S. 


The Will of God is Bod. enh th ene with- 


| the Lord deepened his work in her soul.— : 
She saw herself lost and undone without an inter- 
Re est in the blood of Christ. She had such a sense 
of the depravity of her nature, that she thought 
e graciously ap pro- 
mise her mind, “Woman, thy das which ar 
many, are all forgiven thee,”—From this time she 
rejoiced in Christ, as the power of God to her sal. 
a vation—she immediately began to meet in class, 
and was an ornament to her profession: she had 
often to endure severe trials, arising from poverty, 
| sickness, and the absence of her husband who was 
led her to 
e often sang, 
| 
| 


_ PRIDAY, APRIL 11, 1834, 

We have received the first number of “the Star of 
Bethlehem and Union Advocate, published under the su- 
pervision of @ number of Lay members of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Chureh, devoted to the secular interests of 
_ the charches, and to the system of free seats.” 

Contents, “Our Title’—“The object”—“Union”— 
“Union Tracks”—"'Religious Intelligence” —“Burmah” 
—‘Pews”—*‘Church Fellowship,” &c. &c. This num- 
ber is neatly executed on a Royal ‘to, and it is presumed | 
to be. a weekly publication, although we do not see it 
announced as such.» The Editors are Messrs. A. and R. 
Hoytt—the printer, Mr. S. Hoytt—price §2 in advance. 
Under the caption “our title” is the following paragraph: 

“Asa “Union Advocate,” we shall seek to “hold fast 
whereunto we have attained,” opposing all sentiments 
that make war upon brotherly love and Christian fel- 
lowship, and contend for the reciprocal ‘bond of union,’ 
between the ministry and members. And in accordance 
with the spirit of our motto, we invite dispassionate dis- 
cussion, and will open our columns to any who ean edify 
our readers.” 

Under that of “the object” are the following re. 
van 5 appy if it is not as a de- 
feet, that our sheet is published by laymen; we mention 
this, not sq much with the idea of enlisting fellow pat- 
rouse as to show that in this respect we are entering 
a path in our church almost untrodden, as our papers 
Fy ich if not wholly emanate from the Conferences, 


they are deservedly encouraged for the efficient 
they yield to itinerant and missionary operations. 
In another important view, we claim not to be intru- 
ders, and that is on the subject of Free Seats. Whatev- 
er may be the arguments in favor of pews, it is sufficient 
for us that they are disavowed in the Methodist Econo- 
my. And from the increasing boldness with which in- 
novations of the kind are advocated, we shall deem it 
our duty to defend the original principles of our society 
in this country. Pew churches break in upon our usages 
also in regard to the rule of Discipline which requires 
that men and women sit in we 
are aware of plausible objections to this , but we 
also are aware that its antiquity gives it a to de- 
ference in the minds of commu- 
nity. Indeed we shall deem ita principal item in our 
plan, if not the pr me of our undertaking, to exhibit 
the importance of keeping our churches untrammelled 
with pew rents. To effect this, there must be a unity of 
— im sustaining a cause which has deservedly 
ranked among the efforts of Christian Philan- 
thropy.” 
We hail the appearance of this new papers the pion- 
eer of a renewed effort in favor of that religious liberty 
which has been lost in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
ever since it was organized. Yet we hesitate not to de- 
_ clare from long observation and personal experience (of 
at least 20 years membership in that church,) that if any 
thing of importance to the civil and religious rights oi 
the members be ever accomplished by this “Star of 
Bethlehem,” it will be necessary to assume a different 
tone ang shape than appear in the first number, and 
more, it will be all time lost to continue to publish in 


the same tame style which characterizes the subjects, church property question. It is our opinion, that all the 


of church government attempted in this their first es- 
say. Nothing short of a bold and fearless statement 
of the wrongs which have been committed against the 
rights of the people;—nothing short of shewing that 
the travelling preachers have all the church proper- 
ty which they could induce the people to transfer (ac- 
cording to the famous deed of settlement) to them and 
their successors forever, and by which instrument 
the members have alienated the control of the pro-' 
perty to the General Conference, to be held and dispos- 
ed of as they shall think proper;—nothing short of shew- 


ing the people that they are not only deprived of their} 


_ tights in the property so ‘Tong as the deed of seftlement 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


Conference choose to pass a law that they shall neither 
eat, drink, buy nor sell—wear a coat, or go coatless— 
wear a hat or bonnet, or go without either, that all their 
preachers laws must be obeyed, or the member must leave 
the church, and leave it at the risk of floods of calumny 
and reproach being poured in torrents upon his or her 
reputation. We say to our beloved lay brethren of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, who are about to enter the 
lists with their numerous and powerful opponents, that 
nothing short of pens whieh write “thoughts that breathe 
and words that burn,” will answer any valuable purpose. 
No! the axe must be laid at the root of the evil—which 
is the power, the uncontrollable power held at present by 
the travelling preachers over the liberties, the property, 
and the characters of the members;—nothing short of 
arousing the members to a just sense of their degraded 
situation will avail any thing. Nothing short of arous- 
ing them from their deep sleep in reference to their loss 
of property, their state of utter servility, and the jeo- 
pardy of their reputation, and obtaining @ voice as mem- 
bers in the place from whence emanate all laws to gov- 
ern them; we say, and we say fearlessly, that nothing 
short of such proper represeatations will ever arouse the 
people or get their rights restored. 

Pews or no pews—Representation or no representa- 
tion—the monstrous power over the rights of the mem- 
bers, and their present degraded state, all seem inade- 
quate to stimulate them to deeds of holy enterprize to 
recover their rights—but there is one subject which will 
probably arouse them, we mean, that the travelling 
preachers have,and keep the church property, wherever 
deeded, in defiance of the members. Let this be pro- 
claimed throughout every city, county, circuit and sta- 
tion, and the people will rise in the majesty of their 
strength, and either obtain their rights or they will cease 


yet a Joshua and a Caleb will be found who shall bring 
them into entire possession of the goodly land. 

Let them be true to the cause of religious liberty, 
as we hope they will, and great will be the issue of their 
labours. We wish them much success in the name of 
the Lord, and that many brethren will be found to be 
their successful helpers. | 


We are glad to see that a spirit of inquiry is in rapid 
progress in many places on the subject of church pro- 
perty. The eyes of many are opening, and they begin 
to see men as trees walking, en this subject, and they 
appear determined to ascertain the true state of the 


journalists opposed to the Methodist Episcopal Church 
preachers possessing all the property, should unite as 
one individual in pointing out the crue] and unjust as 
sumption of the preachers over the property and rights 
of the members. Let us publish frequently that part of 
the deed which gives the control of the property to the 
preachers in General Conference, and which evades 
the right of the membership to any claim in it, and we 
Shall succeed in wresting the property from their impro- 
per grasp, or emancipate the people from their furth- 
control. 

Busingss.—Remittances and list of letters, are (in 
consequence of the absence of the Clerk of that depart. 


| bers, that they are in bondage to the preachers, and sub- 
ject to their dictum in all things pertaining to the church, 
| whether spiritual or temporal, and should the General 


From the Alenandria Gazette. 

The Baltimore Annual Conferenee of the Methodist 
Episcopel Chutch, closed its session in this City on Sa- 
turday last. Amongst other business transacted by the 
Conference, was a subscription of the part of the mem- 
bers of $12000 toward Dickinson College, now under 
the control of the Baltimore and Philadelphia Annual 
Conferences. | 


POETRY. 


From the Protestant Episeopalian. 
“RETURN UNTO THY REST, 0 MY SOUL.” 


When from the path of holiness 
The wand’ring footsteps stray, 
The soul, divested of its peace, 
Pursues its saddened way. 


In vain we seek the of earth 

To satisfy the mi 
Its fairest fow'rs are little worth, 
And leave the thorn behind. 


The light that shone serenely bright, 

star of peace,— 
when that beaming star is se 

How dark! how comfortless! . 


There is a rest, a heav’nly rest— 
O wand’ring Pilgrim, turn; 
No longer rove uncheer’d, unblest, 


to support those who withhold them. ne 
We say to the editors, be faithful sentinels on the ad Cam 0 Sans n’d and meek, 
walls of religious liberty. Let them not hold their peace. But low in dust, before the cross, 
but with every issue furnish a fearless statement of the With deep contrition bend. 
wrongs of their brethren, and should they prove to be , 
only as servicable to the members as Moses was to the way hmong ey 
Israelites, and should they not be permitted to bring all Let thy aecepted sacrifice 
their fellow members from the land of their bondage Avail in heav’s for me. * 
into the full possession of the land of their inheritance, 
ere they shall be called ‘to cease at once to work and live,’ From the New-York Evangelist. 


HY MN. 


Composed to be sung at the opening of the Third Free 
Presbyterian Church, at the corner of Houston and 
Thompson-streets, on Thursday the 10th inst. at half past 
3 o’cloek, P. M. 

To thee our Creator, our Father and God, 

Redeemer and Comforter, Shepherd divine, 
We offer these courts as thy hallow'd abode, 

And here may thy glory and majesty shine. 


veness, redemption, salvation thro’ grace; 
Oh let the pure waters of healing abound, 

Till rivers of gladness encirdle the place. 


Let multitudes weeping and kneeling appear, 
In humble confession their homage to prove; 
While converts rejoicing and trembling. near, 
To feast at thy table and sing of thy love. 


And here may the flock of thy pasture be led, 
Seeure from temptations and free from alarms; 

Here let them with manna from heaven be fed, 
And Jesus enfold the dear lambs in his arms. 


And wilt thou Jehovah, to mansions of dust, | 
From heaven’s high regions of glory stoop down! 
Amaz’d at the thought! in thy mercy we'll trust; 
This house be thy temple; these hearts be thy throne. 
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